Reflection Journal # 5
Please reflect on the 3 week experience. See comments and suggestions I have mentioned in earlier reflective journal entries. In summary, this reflection should indicate the connection between ALL activities (programs, mini assignments, discussion threads, trips and speakers) and the course objective and goals. Each of the goals and objectives listed in the course syllabus need to be addressed. This will probably be longer then the ones you have submitted before -- and should be more detailed and specific
Alhaji Gbla Reflective Journal
Throughout these three weeks I have learned a lot of things, such as working with groups, ways to become successful in college, attitude and working habits.

In these three weeks I have grown stronger mentally and emotionally and physically. This class made me to accept the fact that I can do anything that I want to do in life because working with computer was something that I was always scared to do but after these three weeks I am no longer scared of taking any computer class. Mentally, I have learned how to do a lot of things with computer, such as saving, opening documents and searching for information. Emotionally this class have help me learned what I should expect in my freshman year at the University of Maryland, so I won’t be frustrate with my freshman college classes.

On the first week of the class I learned how to work with micro world program, which is an interesting program. The thing that is interesting about this program is that one can actually command a turtle to go in different directions. Also during this week I learned how to do many things on the computer, such as saving documents, opening files, emailing documents to myself and also doing research on the web. 

On the second week of this class I learned how to build Robot and also programming it. Building the robot was the most interesting thing I think I have ever learned in my 12 years in school. I found it interesting because it amazing just for the fact that one can put different pieces together and actually makes something that can move. I think the programming section of this lesson is interesting for the fact that one can command an object to move in different direction.

On the third week of this class we spend most of our time going to field trips and robot challenge. I enjoy this week more than any other week in this class because I get to do a lot of group work, where every body shares their own idea. The robot challenge was also interesting because it was amazing how a little object like the robot can move cans filled with water.


In these three weeks one of the most interesting things was the discussions threads because we get to share our ideas about different topics and also reading comments from classmates. One interesting part of the discussion threads was doing the research on the topic and finding information on it. I enjoy doing the translator discussion threads because it was fun comparing words in different languages and actually learning how to pronounce the words.  I also enjoy the Google search Cyber where we have to type our name on two different websites and see how much information’s we can get about ourselves.  

As far as guest speakers are concern, I enjoyed and at the same time learned from each and every one of them because they all brought ideas and experiences that I did not know before. I was mostly impressed with the lady from University of Maryland student plagiarism office. She breaks down everything that a student should know about the University of Maryland campus rules and regulations. I was also impressed with the stories she told us about student using text messages and email to send test answers and the process the University uses to catch those students.

As far as the course syllabus is concern I think I have met most of it goals and requirements. Throughout these weeks I have been able to collaborate with peers in problems solving and provide and accept feedback from instructor and fellow students and also been able to participate in field trips. One of the main thing that I think I did not accomplished during these three weeks was been able to participate in class or during field trips discussions. I think the reason why I couldn’t participate was because I am a shy person and was uncomfortable speaking out in public. But I think after my three weeks experience in this class I will be comfortable to public speaking anywhere that I go. Also I have been able to produce things, such as explore and use a variety of computer application, design logo environment such as games and animated stories.
