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Final Reflective Response

When I first found that I was going to take an education class, I had no idea what to expect.  Would they show me how to become a teacher?  But, now that the class is coming to an end, I have realized that there is so much more to education in the 21st century.  To find this out, I have learned through the online experience of WebCT, different homework readings, speakers, field trips, and classroom activities.  With all of these, came challenges as well as rewards that taught me problem solving skills.  I have of course gone through this class in order to learn about education and the rapid changes that are occurring within it as time goes on, but I also entered the Young Scholars Program in order to gain experience about college life including making new friends and handling the rigorous workload.  Both of these have been accomplished by completing this class.  The activities that we have been doing over the past three weeks have been challenging and instructive, while at the same time interesting; what more could you want from your first college class.


In the high school environment, most teachers give homework and assignments with paper and in person, but this changed for this course.  It was very different for this class: everything was online.  There was no assignment that was given that was not posted on the internet or had to be handed in on the internet.  Also, it was a different experience to have to take the majority of our quizzes on the WebCT site because it was nerve-wracking to have to hand in everything with the click of a mouse.  This nervous feeling was also there when I had to hand my different nightly assignments.  Besides the assignments and readings that were available online, it was also very new to have online discussion threads.  Though our class did not fully take advantage of actually having a long discussion online, I enjoyed what other people thought about the same topics.  The fact that I could find everything on the internet, including quizzes, assignments, discussions, and even a calendar of the next day’s events was very helpful in managing all I had to do every night.


 Something that has also been new to me is the great amount of multitasking of class activities along with homework readings.  Going to class everyday for six hours and then having a fair amount of homework nightly was harder than I had expected.  But I learned many new valuable skills that I will be able to use in the future.  Some of these skills including skimming a long reading, completing assignments with a deadline that is very soon, as well as working individually and in groups in class.  Because we have had a lot of reading every night on different types of educational theories, I have had to learn how to pull out the most important information so that I can discuss with the class about what was very essential.  Completing assignments that I would have had a longer period to finish in high school was something that very good; now I will be prepared and knowledgeable about what to expect in college.  In addition to the homework challenges, there were difficulties in daily activities.  Working through things that I was unfamiliar with in MicroWorlds without asking every question I had was very beneficial.  Now, when I go back to school, I will take more risks on my own without questioning what the teacher might think of my actions.  With MicroWorlds, I also became better at listening to others criticism, and taking it for the best; my peers were not saying what I was doing was bad, but rather it just needed some improvemtns.  Group projects were also a very large part of this class.  I had some trouble working in RoboLab because I felt that I had to do a lot on my own, but this in itself is a lesson.  Though I was working in a group, I would not leave the job to somebody else because I realized the importance.  I know that all of the obstacles that I have overcome in this class will surely aid me in my future endeavors.


Finally, the things that I have gotten the most out of from this class are the field trips and guest speakers.  It was very interesting to see how the different 21st century technologies that I had learned about are put into action in the real world.  My favorite trips were those to the Space Systems lab and the Cryptologic Museum and my favorite guest speaker was that talked about plagiarism.  I liked these because in all three of these occurrences, I was able to ask questions and get involved in what I was learning about.  I also liked them because there were all hands on, allowing me to take an active role in what I was seeing.  Just as we learning about constructivist learning in class, and how good it was for students, I was able to experience the benefits of this type of learning with speakers and field trips.  Through adventures outside of class, as well as projects in class and explorations online, I really have discovered the benefits for technology in education and in the whole world.  
