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Wow. It’s hard to believe that three weeks have already gone by. Looking back, our course seems to be one big blur. To our vast array of field trips we recently added a visit to the National Institute of Standards and Technology. While there we learned about using gunpowder to identify a shooter, the newest advancements in movies, and force calibration. This was one of my favorite trips – the numerous, unique subjects were fascinating and quite unlike anything we had yet learned in the class.


We also recently had a brief discussion with a representative of the World Bank about international development and the role educational technology plays. This allowed me to see how many jobs – besides those of a teacher or an engineer – are available to people with experience in educational technology. International development was a whole different side of the spectrum, and learning about it was a valuable experience.


In fact, the entire past three weeks has been an incredibly valuable experience. This class has actually exceeded my expectations. I thought that our field trips would grow monotonous by the end of the course – this they certainly did not. Each trip had it’s own individual qualities that furthered my appreciation and enjoyment of the course – such as our visits to the NSA, the Applied Physics Lab, and the Wind Tunnel. Similarly, I expected our discussion threads to be boring, when in fact they addressed numerous issues that intrigued me. Open code is an issue I had never heard of before, and the Microsoft antitrust issue - though familiar to me - was also a fascinating read. Even the rules of netiquette made me question my own online experience and reassess my past actions. The lectures we engaged in allowed me to see more deeply into the areas of cheating and educational technology. In addition, Microworlds and Robolabs allowed us a hands-on experience with Logo programming and computer animation. Whether we were creating an animated story or inventing mazes and games, I was always able to learn while simultaneously having fun. These activities were quite entertaining – in fact, they were two of my favorite aspects of the course. 


There were many objectives compiled at the beginning of the course that our class attempted to fulfill. The first goal was to “focus on inquiry and group based methods of learning.” We certainly did a lot of inquiry – the vast majority of our discussion threads were based off of readings we did on the Internet and out of selected packets. A good deal of our learning was based on independent research. Group work also played a massive role in our three-week curriculum. We did group work with Microworlds – we were challenged to make animations in which a car swerved to avoid a dog, runners raced, and children’s stories came to life – and we also worked in groups with Robolabs, creating vehicles for two separate challenges. In fact, my group has so far performed extremely well! We even worked in groups on our field trip to the Natural Buoyancy Research Facility – and my group similarly succeeded there! These activities also helped us fulfill another one of our objectives – to “collaborate with peers to adapt/redesign problem materials.” I greatly enjoyed working with my group and appreciated the opportunity to get to know more people in the class. 


Our third goal was to experience problem-based learning through active engagement in an appropriate activity. Once again, this goal was met through Microworlds and Robolabs. We were instructed to create an animated story during the very first days of our course, thus forcing us to learn about Microworlds through our active attempts to make an exciting story. Similarly, we were introduced to Robolabs through hands-on, physical activity that immediately familiarized us with the program and allowed us to learn more than a lecture ever could have taught us.


The readings we engaged in throughout the course enabled us to succeed in yet a fourth objective – to “know the elements of problem solving, including key content identification, scientific literacy, habits of mind, and critical thinking and learning events involved in project development.” Our readings clearly illustrated the ideas of problem solving and critical thinking to us, forcing us to become more intimate with these thinking areas.


The fifth task, to ‘provide and accept feedback gracefully”, was one we did not delve into so greatly. At the start of the course we critiqued each other’s short stories, but since then we have done no peer reviews. Perhaps this is because our peer critiques were adequate and beneficial from the very beginning of the program. I, at least, obtained extremely helpful information through the peer reviews. Mrs. Pruitt-Mentle, the teacher of the course, provided us with much more feedback than did our peers. I think I was able to accept her responses as gracefully as I was able to accept those of my classmates. 

 
It was not extremely hard to be successful at our next objective, which was to “actively participate in all class field trips.” Since the trips were captivating, active participation did not pose such a problem. Though as the weeks and amount of field trips progressed our amount of interaction during field trips began to decrease, I continued to make an effort to ask questions and listen attentivley. I believe that this goal, like the others previously mentioned, was adequately met. The same applies to active participation in the classroom, which was a separate objective.


Our final goal was to become a reflective learner. This is one of the main successes I had in class. Of the many things I learned, my increased knowledge of learning behavior is one aspect of the course that I hold most valuable. I am now, as expected, a reflective learner – having learned about educational theories and behaviors I can now consider my own learning methods and realize which methods suite me best, and what I need to do to be a better student. I am extremely grateful to this class for providing me with this ability. 


Overall, I have learned a massive amount from this class, and I am proud of our abilities to complete every task and objective set before us. This course has been an incredible experience, and one I will remember for my entire life. 
