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Addressing C3: 
Cyber Ethics, Safety, and Security

Davina Pruitt-Mentle
Suzanna Tiapula
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C3 Overview

Cybersafety
Cyberethics

Cybersecurity
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National C3 Baseline Study

See 
Handouts
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Cybersafety

Suzanna Tiapula

Director, National District Attorneys
Association's 

National Center for
Prosecution of Child Abuse 

Washington, D.C.
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Break!
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Back Early? 
Online Activity Together

Blog Beware Quiz: NetSmartz
• http://www.netsmartz.org/services/NSXML 

QuizPage/QuizRequest.aspx?quiz=Blog+ 
Beware+Quiz

See Handout

http://www.netsmartz.org/services/NSXMLQuizPage/QuizRequest.aspx?quiz=Blog+Beware+Quiz
http://www.netsmartz.org/services/NSXMLQuizPage/QuizRequest.aspx?quiz=Blog+Beware+Quiz
http://www.netsmartz.org/services/NSXMLQuizPage/QuizRequest.aspx?quiz=Blog+Beware+Quiz
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Curricula

• iKeepSafe
• NetSmartZ
• iSAFE
• CyberSmart
• StaySafeOnline
• MANY others
• ToolKit

See Handouts

http://www.ikeepsafe.org/
http://www.netsmartz.org/educators.htm
http://www.isafe.org/channels/?ch=ai
http://www.cybersmartcurriculum.org/home/
http://www.staysafeonline.info/
http://www.edtechpolicy.org/C3Institute/c3resources.html
http://www.msisac.org/awareness/oct06/index.cfm
http://www.isafe.org/
http://staysafeonline.org/index.html
http://staysafeonline.org/index.html
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Social Networking Sites 
& Activities (Group Review)

• FTC http://onguardonline.gov/socialnetworking.html
• NetSmartz http://www.netsmartz.org/netteens.htm
• StaySafeOnline.org http://www.staysafeonline.info/
• Social Networking Sites 

http://www.edtechpolicy.org/mindtools.html#networki 
ngenviron

• More 
http://www.edtechpolicy.org/C3Institute/c3resources. 
html

http://onguardonline.gov/socialnetworking.html
http://www.netsmartz.org/netteens.htm
http://www.staysafeonline.info/
http://www.edtechpolicy.org/mindtools.html#networkingenviron
http://www.edtechpolicy.org/mindtools.html#networkingenviron
http://www.edtechpolicy.org/C3Institute/c3resources.html
http://www.edtechpolicy.org/C3Institute/c3resources.html


Copyright 2009: Davina Pruitt-Mentle, Ph.D.: Permission to use 
for educational purposes with credit given - 2009 NECC 

Conference

9

Current Issues/Hot Topics

• Sexting
• Net Banging
• Cyberbullying

– Seattle Public Schools and a Grant from 
Qwest Foundation 
http://www.seattleschools.org/area/prevention 
/cbms.html

– CyberSmart! 
http://www.cybersmartcurriculum.org/cyberbul 
lying/

http://www.seattleschools.org/area/prevention/cbms.html
http://www.seattleschools.org/area/prevention/cbms.html
http://cybersmartcurriculum.org/cyberbullying/lessons/6-8/dealing_with_cyberbullying/
http://www.cybersmartcurriculum.org/cyberbullying/
http://www.cybersmartcurriculum.org/cyberbullying/
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Digital Dossier

KnowWhereTheyGo.org
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Online Reputation Management
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Stretch Break!

5 Minute 5 Minute 
StretchStretch



Educator Awareness on Issues of Academic 
Integrity

Cyberethics

The Plagiarism Handbook by Roger A. Harris,  
http://www.pyrczak.com/antiplagiarism/index.htm. 

http://www.pyrczak.com/antiplagiarism/index.htm
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Cyberethics Overview

This presentation is aimed at providing an overview of the 
current state of:

• Setting the Stage: New Vocabulary or Different Meanings?

• What’s the Problem? Past and Recent Studies and Statistics 

• Plagiarism in a High Tech World: Then and Now

• Defending Against Plagiarism

• The Best Defense: The Proactive Approach

• New Ideas
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Disclaimer 

• This PPT is shared in its entirety to be 
used as a reference
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What’s the Difference Between 
Academic Integrity and Plagiarism?

According to West's Encyclopedia of 
American Law, plagiarism is 

"the act of appropriating the 
literary composition of another 
author, or excerpts, ideas, or 
passages there from, and 
passing the material off as 
one's own creation.” 1

Academic integrity and ethical use 
are defined as 

“the use of resources, not of one’s own 
creation, in a manner that adheres to 
intellectual property principles while 
upholding the fundamental values of 
honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 
responsibility. Academic integrity and 
ethical use mean that a user respects 
the ideas and works of others, gives 
proper attribution for the intellectual 
property of others, and adheres to 
their institution’s rules and codes of 
conduct” 2

1. Definition used with permission (Feb 29, 2000) from The West Group, West's Encyclopedia of American Law) from UWPlatt 
http://www.uwplatt.edu/~library/reference/plagiarism.htmlx

2. Center for Academic Integrity, 1999 in Preparing Maryland for Information Literacy, Ethical Use and Academic Integrity Report, 2007

Misuse of Academic Integrity 
includes plagiarism but is much 

broader

http://www.uwplatt.edu/~library/reference/plagiarism.htmlx
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What is Cheating or Plagiarism?

• Stephen Wilhoit lists the following types of plagiarism:

– Buying a paper from a research service or term paper mill. 
– Turning in another student’s work. 
– Turning in a paper a peer has written for the student. 
– Copying a paper from a source text without proper 

acknowledgment. 
– Copying materials from a source text, supplying proper 

documentation, but leaving out quotation marks.
– Paraphrasing materials from a source text without 

appropriate documentation. 

Wilhoit, Stephen. "Helping Students Avoid Plagiarism." College Teaching 42 (Fall 1994): 161-164.  In 
Hinchliffe, Lisa. "Cut-and-Paste Plagiarism: Preventing, Detecting, and Tracking Online Plagiarism." 
http://alexia.lis.uiuc.edu/~janicke/plagiary.htm. 25 Feb. 1999.

http://alexia.lis.uiuc.edu/~janicke/plagiary.htm
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Plagiarism and Other Forms of 
Cheating

• A picture, diagram or artistic representation from a book, 
magazine, newspaper, pamphlet etc. or the Internet not 
referenced 

• Music downloaded from the Internet or off a CD without 
permission

• A video clip “lifted” without permission or correct citation
• Using an electronic translator to translate your work into 

another language and turning it in as your own writing in a 
different language

• Using cell phones/PDAs to text message answers back and 
forth, take pictures of test, archive notes/cheat sheets digitally 

• Using calculator memories to store notes/cheat sheets 
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Summary “Plagiarism”: 
Then and Now  

Old Plagiarism

Students:
• copied from books, encyclopedias, 

newspapers, journals; 

• misrepresented citations or bibliographic 
entries;

• exchanged or purchased essays;

• required time and effort to locate and copy 
(many times by hand)

• papers still had to be written or typed;

• required personal contact

New Plagiarism 

Students:
• copy from one or more electronic sources;

• download material from the Internet without 
acknowledgement;

• locate essays in another language and then 
put them through translation programs 
(sometimes back and forth);

• copying and pasting -quick and effortless, 
provides instant gratification; 

• text fonts/style can be changed with a 
simple keystroke;

• requires no personal contact, creating a 
sense of anonymity 
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Past Statistics Snapshots

State by state levels of digital plagiarism (2004), 
based on papers submitted to Turnitin.com

Calculations normalized based on the number 
of term papers analyzed from a particular state. 
Digital plagiarism is also growing at an alarming 
rate internationally, as is indicated by our many 
Turnitin.com subscribers overseas. 

http://www.plagiarism.org/problem.html

http://www.plagiarism.org/problem.html
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Statistics

• Center for Academic Integrity study by Donald McCabe 
from Rutgers University, reports that 80 percent of 
college students admit to cheating at least once

– Source: Center for Academic Integrity study: Student Cheating in American High Schools.  

Donald L. McCabe May 2001 http://www.academicintegrity.org/

http://www.academicintegrity.org/
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Research Chronology : 
Center for Academic Integrity Study: 

Student Cheating in American High Schools

• 2000/2001

– U.S. high school survey - 4,471 students at 25 schools across the U.S.

• 2001/2002

– CAI Assessment Survey – 2,526 students on 12 campuses

• 2002/2003

– Enter the Canadians

From: Promoting Academic Integrity: ACRL – Delaware Valley Chapter May 7, 2004 (See: 
http://216.239.39.104/search?q=cache:0CLrctGUaX0J:www.acrldvc.org/spring04/donmccabe.ppt+Center+for+Acade 
mic+Integrity+study:+Student+Cheating+in+American+&hl=en) 

http://216.239.39.104/search?q=cache:0CLrctGUaX0J:www.acrldvc.org/spring04/donmccabe.ppt+Center+for+Academic+Integrity+study:+Student+Cheating+in+American+&hl=en
http://216.239.39.104/search?q=cache:0CLrctGUaX0J:www.acrldvc.org/spring04/donmccabe.ppt+Center+for+Academic+Integrity+study:+Student+Cheating+in+American+&hl=en
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McCabe Study Key Results (US)

• 74% of respondents reported one or more instances of serious test cheating.   

• 72% reported one or more instances of serious cheating on written work.  

• 97% report at least one questionable activity (from copying homework to test 
copying)

• More than 30% of respondents admit to repetitive, serious cheating on 
tests/exams

• Yet only 20% agreed with statement, ‘Cheating was a serious problem in my high 
school.’

• 68% expect less test cheating at university.  19% not sure.    
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Plagiarism & The Internet

• 15% have submitted a paper obtained in large part from a term 
paper mill or website

• 52% have copied a few sentences from a website without 
citing the source

• 90% of the students using the Internet to plagiarize have also 
plagiarized from written sources. (The Web has ‘created’ few 
new cheaters - 6% of all students.)

Source: Center for Academic Integrity study: Student Cheating in American High Schools.  
Donald L. McCabe May 2004 http://www.academicintegrity.org

http://www.academicintegrity.org/
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Major Conclusions

• Cheating is widespread
• Students find it easy to rationalize cheating
• The Internet is raising new questions
• Students feel that many teachers ignore cheating, at 

least on occasion
• Students cheat for a variety of reasons

Source: Center for Academic Integrity study: Student Cheating in American High 
Schools.  Donald L. McCabe May 2001 http://www.academicintegrity.org

http://www.academicintegrity.org/
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Some Teachers Ignore Cheating

• 47% of students think teachers sometimes ignore 
cheating.

• The major reasons students think teachers ignore 
cheating are:
– Don’t want to deal with hassle (18%)
– Don’t care (11%)
– Not worth trouble on small assignments (7%)

Source: Center for Academic Integrity study: Student Cheating in American High Schools.  Donald L. 
McCabe May 2004 http://www.academicintegrity.org

http://www.academicintegrity.org/
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Why Students Cheat

• Lazy/don’t study/didn’t prepare (32%)

• To pass/get good grades (29%)

• Pressures to succeed (12%)

• Don’t know answers/understand (9%)

• Time pressure - too much work, etc. (5%)

• Other (13%)

Source: Center for Academic Integrity study: Student Cheating in American High Schools.  
Donald L. McCabe May 2004 http://www.academicintegrity.org

http://www.academicintegrity.org/
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Other Findings

• Serious cheating is generally lower at private vs. public schools

• Students in midwest report lower levels of cheating than 
schools in west and northeast

• Few consistent differences by gender

• Serious test cheating grows from 9th to 11th grade and drops 
off slightly in 12th grade

Source: Center for Academic Integrity study: Student Cheating in American High Schools.  Donald L. McCabe 
May 2004 http://www.academicintegrity.org
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Other Studies

• 2000 Josephson Institute of Ethics Studies

– Nationwide survey of 8,600 high school students

– Indicated 61% of students in 1992 admitted to cheating on exams

– 71% in 2000 admitted to cheating on exams

• 58.3% of high school students let someone else copy their work in 
1969, and 97.5% did so in 1989-- The State of Americans: This 
Generation and the Next (Urie Bronfenbrenner, Editor).



Copyright 2009: Davina Pruitt-Mentle, Ph.D.: Permission to use 
for educational purposes with credit given - 2009 NECC 

Conference

30

Josephson Institute’s 2006 Report Card on 
the Ethics of American Youth

• Survey of 36,000 high school students (public and private) 
conducted in 2005 and 2006 
– a substantial majority (60%) cheated on a test
– during the past year (35% did so two or more times) and one in three 

(33%) said they used the Internet to plagiarize an assignment

• 5,300 high school athletes
– 65% admitted to cheating in the classroom more than once in the 

previous year, as opposed to 60 percent of non-athletes 

Less than 2 percent of all academic cheaters get caught, and only 
half of them get punished. So there's almost a 99 percent chance of 
getting away with it

http://www.josephsoninstitute.org/reportcard/
http://www.josephsoninstitute.org/reportcard/
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Josephson Institute’s 2006 Report 
Card on the Ethics of American Youth

According to Michael Josephson, president and founder of the 
Institute and one of the nation’s top ethics experts, 

“The good news is that things aren’t getting any worse -- the 2006 
results are almost identical to those reported in 2004. The bad 
news is that unacceptably high rates of dishonesty have become 
the norm. It doesn’t bode well for the future that so many kids are 
entering the workforce to become the next generation of corporate 
executives and cops, politicians and parents, journalists, teachers, 
and coaches with the dispositions and skills of liars, cheaters and 
thieves.”

http://www.josephsoninstitute.org/pdf/ReportCard_press-release_2006-1015.pdf
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Denise Pope

• Stanford's SOS: Stressed-Out Students Project and author of "Doing 
School: How We Are Creating a Generation of Stressed-Out, 
Materialistic and Miseducated Students”

• "Nationally, 75 percent of all high school students cheat. But the 
ones who cheat more are the ones who have the most to lose, 
which is the honors and AP (advanced placement) students. 
Eighty percent of honors and AP students cheat on a regular 
basis."

• When she published "Doing School" (2001), "it was No-Doz and 
caffeine. Now, especially in the past five years, it has switched to 
Adderall, Ritalin and illegal stimulants“ to “get an edge”

http://ed.stanford.edu/suse/faculty/displayFacultyNews.php?tablename=notify1&id=529
http://www.amazon.com/Price-Privilege-Advantage-Generation-Disconnected/dp/0060595841
http://www.amazon.com/Price-Privilege-Advantage-Generation-Disconnected/dp/0060595841
http://www.amazon.com/Price-Privilege-Advantage-Generation-Disconnected/dp/0060595841
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Common Sense Media: Hi Tech 
Cheating Survey

• Benenson Strategy 
Group
– 1013 online survey
– Age 10-13
– Grades 7-12
– 55 interview

• 28 students
• 27 parents

• Cell phone cheaters
– Text friends answers
– Search answers 

during test
– Store notes

• Internet cheaters
– Download paper or 

report
– Copy/paste text
– Search for teacher’s 

manual with answers

See Handouts (3)
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Hi Tech Cheating Survey Results 
(2009)

• 35% of teens with cell phones admit to cheating at least 
once with them

• 65% of all teens say others in their school cheat with 
them

• 52% admitted to some form of cheating using the 
Internet 

• Parents are quite realistic when it comes to the 
frequency of cheating in schools – they just don’t believe 
it happens in their own backyard.
– 76% say cell phone cheating happens at their child’s school but 

only 3% say their child has ever cheated with cell phones.
– 79% say teens at their child’s school download papers from the 

Internet to turn in as their own work but only 7% say their child 
has done this. 
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MD Information Literacy, Ethical Use and 
Academic Integrity Baseline Pilot Study 

Davina Pruitt-Mentle

• Three parts

– Survey of 125 middle and high school teachers (public and 
private) and 42 high school students (public and private)

– Focus group interviews
– Additionally, 12 students and 18 teachers agreed to participate in 

individual qualitative follow-up interviews
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MD Information Literacy, Ethical Use and 
Academic Integrity Baseline Pilot Study

Students
• 100% said they had witnessed or heard 

about someone in their school cheating on 
a quiz or test

• 94% said they felt  that cheating frequently 
took place in their school

• 100% said they felt  that plagiarism through 
cutting and pasting frequently took place in 
their school

• Reasons:
– “no one really cares”
– “they [teachers] do not have time to check 

anyway”
– “everyone does it”
– “you have to to get good grades. .because 

everyone else does”
– “they just make you do it over…so you get 

more time”
– “before this class I didn't know how to cite… 

or a least do it correctly…they [teachers] 
never really cover over it much”

– “except for English they [teachers] never 
really care

Teachers
• 100% said they felt  that cheating frequently 

took place in their school, the majority listed 
plagiarism as the major tactic

• 67% said they had had occurrences in their 
classroom of plagiarism 

• Reasons:
– “not enough time to check all the work.. or 

follow up”
– “no real consequences for students if you do 

turn them in”
– “…usually have to handle it yourself. If you do 

something the parents complain”
– “cutting and pasting has just become so easy”
– “I reported a case to the administrator but 

because it would effect the student’s playing 
[a sport] nothing happened”

– “…it [reporting] an incidence  was a 
nightmare…parents came in and legal 
threats… it just wasn’t worth it”
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MD Information Literacy, Ethical Use and 
Academic Integrity Baseline Pilot Study

• AUP/SCC
– Not easily available
– Policies varied
– No definitions
– No/vague consequences
– Consequences disconnected

• When and how covered questionable 
• Missing

– Number of infractions
– Consequences 
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MD Baseline Pilot Study 
Implications

• The implementation process currently in place (at least in writing ) is disturbing, as we 
question the viability of a single briefing addressing content at the beginning of the 
year.

• While the AUP/SCC can be reviewed within each classroom, we question the 
thoroughness of existing policies in addressing and defining plagiarism (only four 
briefly defined the word). 

• We also question whether the appropriate members of the faculties are responsible 
for instructing students on the content. 

• We respect the media specialist’s role in teaching technology related material, but 
ultimately the importance of addressing the subjects of ethical use and academic 
integrity requires that it become the responsibility of ALL subject content areas 
throughout the school. 

• While three local school system AUP’s state the teacher’s role in assisting students in 
acquiring these skills, we are unsure as to the teacher’s skills and level of expertise 
in these areas, and commitment and follow through of consequences are unclear at 
best. 



Copyright 2009: Davina Pruitt-Mentle, Ph.D.: Permission to use 
for educational purposes with credit given - 2009 NECC 

Conference

39

Other Important Research,  
Statistics and Findings

• Trevor S. Harding: A Comparison of Academic Dishonesty 
between the Humanities and Engineering Disciplines

• Dominic Sisti: HS Student Perspectives on Internet Plagiarism

• Scott A. Wowra: Moral Identities, Social Anxiety, and Academic 
Dishonesty Among American College Students

• Ashley Mouberry-Sieman: Academic Dishonesty Across the 
Transition from High School to College

• Jason M. Stephens: Missing Links in Academic Integrity: 
Educational Implications and Future Directions

• Andrea Goodwin: Exploring the Relationship Between Moral 
Reasoning and Students’ Understanding of the Honor Code
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Why is This Happening?

Some of the things 
students think they 
know about 
plagiarism may be 
wrong

Carnegie Mellon University, Enhancing Education, “Plagiarism and the 
Web.” http://www.cmu.edu/teaching/resources/plagiarism.html

http://www.cmu.edu/teaching/resources/plagiarism.html


The Plagiarism Handbook by Roger A. Harris,  
http://www.pyrczak.com/antiplagiarism/index.htm

http://www.pyrczak.com/antiplagiarism/index.htm


Peter’s Progress, Cliff and Jeanie Peters  
http://www.cjpeters.com/Progress/Sep2003/sep2003.htm

http://www.cjpeters.com/Progress/Sep2003/sep2003.htm
http://www.cjpeters.com/Progress/Sep2003/sep2003.htm


“Plagiarism and Cheating,” skills4study, Palgrave, Macmillan in Joyce A. Brannan J.A., & 
Tutwiler Library,J. University of West Alabama, Livingston, Alabama. Work licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 2.5 License

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/


http://64.233.169.104/search?q=cache:DelfJ4ipI70J:www.owlnet.rice.edu/~comp300/documents/Plagiarism-ALieoftheMind.pdf+plagiarism:+a+lie+of+the+mind&hl=en&ct=clnk&cd=1&gl=us&client=firefox-a


http://www.ucctruths.com/Archive/2004MayArchive.html


http://www.usatoday.com/news/2004-04-20-statement_x.htm


http://www.cnn.com/US/9808/19/barnicle/


http://authorskeptics.blogspot.com/2004/09/professor-doris-kearns-goodwin.html


http://www.yaledailynews.com/articles/view/11229?badlink=1


http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn?pagename=article&node=&contentId=A80312-2001May26&notFound=true


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jayson_Blair


http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/27/us/27mit.html


http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2007/09/09/CM59RIBI7.DTL
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Not in Our Schools?

There is a culture of cheating at our school ... 
and nothing is done about it,” states a 
Severna Park High junior

http://www.examiner.com/a-895531~Severna_Park_High_School_placed_on_probation_after_cheating_incident.html
http://www.examiner.com/a-791642~Students_want_cheating_peers_punished.html
http://www.examiner.com/a-743242~Students__Cheating_shows_pattern_of_dishonesty.html
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So if Everyone is Doing it Why 
Haven’t More Been Caught?

• "Who wants to sit around looking for websites trying to find out if 
a paper is plagiarized or not... pretty soon you're a private 
investigator."-- a Stanford University professor, from an article in 
TechWeb News.

• "[Plagiarism] is one of those areas in the academy that no one 
wants to talk about and is often rewarded by not addressing 
actively."-- an Associate VP of Student Life, as posted in The 
Chronicle of Higher Education's "Colloquy."

• "Too few universities are willing to back up their professors when 
they catch students cheating, according to academic observers. 
The schools are simply not willing to expend the effort required to 
get to the bottom of cheating cases"-- as stated by The National 
Center for Policy Analysis.

Source: http://www.Turnitin.com
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Lack of Follow Through?

“Dartmouth College 
will not discipline any 
of 78 students 
accused of cheating 
in an introductory 
computer science 
course”

http://69.57.157.207/issues/3.13.00/research.html
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How Can We Help Prevent Plagiarism ?

From what you have heard today what 
strategies can we utilize to help deter 
plagiarism?
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Strategies to Help Prevent Plagiarism

• Be clear about cheating and plagiarism policies
– Define what plagiarism is and isn't
– Discuss plagiarism as a moral and ethical issue
– Make students aware of what constitutes 

plagiarism, polices about the unethical behavior, 
and how you handle it. 

– Discuss as a legal issue of fair use and 
intellectual property.  Students need to know 
and understand copyright and intellectual property 
laws rather than – “Don’t do it because I told you 
not to do it”
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Present Examples

• Talk about past cases and consequences 
– From your classes
– Examples of legal cases (like the ones in 

this presentation)
• Universities
• Work related
• K12

Source: Pruitt-Mentle, Cyberethics Seminar for Professional Educators: Ethical and Legal 
Implications for Classroom Technology Use University of Maryland, College Park: July 16-17, 2002 
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The Right Way

– Discuss copyright and the Internet
– Model how to document web pages
– Provide information on documenting materials from online sources

• Show them how to correctly cite electronic sources 
• Conduct short activities and exercises to practice (citation puzzle)
• Explain the difference between quoting, paraphrasing and summarizing 

and then include activities that support
• Practice paraphrasing text book and/or magazine/newspaper sections 

of text
• Supplement discussion with interactive resources (take the quiz) 
• Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of the proper use of electronic 

sources (up to date current news/need to check and verify sources)

Source: Pruitt-Mentle, Cyberethics Seminar for Professional Educators: Ethical and Legal Implications for Classroom 
Technology Use University of Maryland, College Park: July 16-17, 2002
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Anti-plagiarism Activities

• Demonstrate how easy it is to check paper mills and internet 
sources

• Have students do an exercise
– Find if someone has plagiarized by using the web
– Download a paper from one of the paper mill sites and have students 

analyze it to see that these sites produce poor quality work in many cases
• Assign current and local topics
• Assign an initial research “short paper” on the topic of ethics, 

cybercheating, or cyberethics
• Be specific about the paper

– Not just general statement “ a paper on the Civil war”
– Include how many pages for each section

• Change topics from semester to semester or from class to class

Source: Pruitt-Mentle, Cyberethics Seminar for Professional Educators: Ethical and Legal 
Implications for Classroom Technology Use University of Maryland, College Park: July 
16-17, 2002

See Handouts
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Other Strategies

• Tie the topics into the class experience. Ask students to share 
their ideas for their paper as it is being written, rather than only 
at the end

• Have writing assignments that have students analyze 
classroom activities or discussions, as well as, referenced 
sources 

• Include a section in their paper that discusses their topic in light 
of what was covered in class

• Ask students to summarize main points of their papers while in 
the research phase
– As a warm up exercise
– A quiz or part of a quiz
– Bonus or extra credit points
– Part of a test

Source: Pruitt-Mentle, Cyberethics Seminar for Professional 
Educators: Ethical and Legal Implications for Classroom Technology 
Use University of Maryland, College Park: July 16-17, 2002
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Focus on the Research 
Process

• Structure the project so you focus on the process of 
writing or the process of the lab experience

• Allow extended time to work on the activity
– Set up the project so that sections are worked on over the 

course of the semester/quarter
– Have different sections due at different times and provide 

feedback along the way (including details as to correct 
citation)

Source: Pruitt-Mentle, Cyberethics Seminar for Professional Educators: Ethical and Legal Implications for 
Classroom Technology Use University of Maryland, College Park: July 16-17, 2002
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Extended Time

• Ask for several of the following to be turned in:
– An abstract about what they plan to write about 
– Sketch of brainstorming session
– A paper outline
– Multiple drafts
– Organizers and/or working notes
– Have students present research orally
– A topic proposal for their paper
– Ask for photocopies of “best” sources
– Require “new vocabulary” and annotated bibliographies with reading 

reflections  
– A bibliography that includes multiple sources and types of sources (i.e. 3 

books, 2 journal articles and 4 websources)
– All working drafts turned in with the final paper
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Research is a Process

• As part of the paper or as a separate 
assignment, have students reflect 
personally on the topic they are writing on or 
on the process of doing research and 
writing

• Make sure students know that you read 
carefully the papers that are handed in 

Source: Pruitt-Mentle, Cyberethics Seminar for Professional Educators: Ethical and Legal Implications for Classroom 
Technology Use University of Maryland, College Park: July 16-17, 2002
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Eastern Kentucky University, From Today's Cartoon by Randy 
Glasbergen, http://www.acts.eku.edu/cartoon/more.htm

http://www.acts.eku.edu/cartoon/more.htm
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Suspect Plagiarism?

• Style seems different then the student’s usual work?
– Being familiar with a student's style of writing, grammar, and 

vocabulary makes it easier to determine if they are the writer of the 
paper

• A shift between plagiarized material and student work (writing 
style)

• Unusual formatting or formatting that does not match what you 
specified

• Website printout page numbers or dates, grayed out letters 
or unusual use of upper/lower case and capitalization. 

• Unexplained jargon or advanced vocabulary and/or sentence 
structure

• Unable to explain an obscure point

Other Clues
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First Level Options

• Ask the student to explain why certain phrases or words were used
• Ask the student to explain what the phrase or paragraph is talking about
• Check to see if all citations are listed in Works Cited/Bibliography
• Talk with other teachers about the student’s work
• Ask to see drafts/outlines
• Compare to other student work 
• Discuss the paper with the student.  Ask student to explain paragraphs 

and/or defend opinions
• Ask student to read aloud portions in question. Ask student to explain or 

paraphrase
• Ask where some items in the bibliography were located 1
• Ask student to relocate sources 1 
• Ask why no recent sources were cited 1

1. Lathrop, A. and Foss, K.  Student Cheating and Plagiarism in the Internet Era. Englewood, CO: Libraries Unlimited, 2000, p.163-166.

2. James,R., McInnis, C. and Devlin, M. (2002) 
Centre for the Study of Higher Education http://www.cshe.unimelb.edu.au/assessinglearning/

A student who accidentally commits any form of plagiarism needs first and 
foremost to be educated about why and how to avoid doing so again 2  
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Devlin’s Plagiarism Intent-Extent- 
Response Graph

Devlin, M. (2002). Centre for the Study of Higher Education http://www.cshe.unimelb.edu.au/assessinglearning/

http://www.cshe.unimelb.edu.au/assessinglearning/
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Second Level Options: 
Internet Detective

• You may be able to locate the original papers or sources on the Internet using a variety of 
techniques 

– Search for the title of paper
– Search for the title using quotation marks “ ” If the student hasn't had the foresight to change the 

title, you may find it listed on a term paper site. 
– Identify a unique string of words in the paper

• Pick an unusual string of words and search on Google or another search engine
– “five or six words in quotation marks”

• Check for original reference identification clues
– Follow up with a web search for a personal homepage and the website(s) of the organization(s) with 

which the referenced author is affiliated
• Look at original text sources listed in the bibliography

– Use a variety of search engines 
• Yahoo
• Google
• AskJeeves
• DogPile
• NorthernLight
• Hotbot
• Infoseek

– Search for the phrase using quotes " " and + (Boolean).
• For example: +austen +"fair share of monsters" turns up only one paper
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Other Web Sources for the 
Internet Detective

• On-line newspapers, journals and magazines
• Academic web sites like NIH, ISTE, NASA, DoEd and 

universities post technical papers
• Conference proceedings
• Student work (papers, essays, examines and projects) are 

added to  personal web pages, teacher sites and/or school 
websites

• Try searching for: "term paper", "research assistance", "model 
papers', "research papers", or "technical papers" will retrieve 
both term paper sites and web pages with papers on them
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Paper Mills

http://www.coastal.edu/library/presentations/mills2.html
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Paper Mills

• Sites are in the business of providing pre-written research 
papers. 

• Most sites contain disclaimers telling potential buyers not to 
submit these papers for a grade, but students can and do turn in 
these papers as their own.

– All graphics, text information, designs, logos, & banners on the website are 
copyrighted © 2007 by 007termpapers.com. All term papers, essays, theses, 
dissertations, and research papers sold via 007termpapers.com are the property 
of the corporation and its contracted writers. Our work is designed only to assist 
students in the preparation of their own work and is never to be used as a 
substitute. Students who use our service are responsible not only for writing 
their own papers, but also for citing 007termpapers.com as a source when doing 
so. Instructions for proper citation of our company are available upon request by 
writing to citations@007termpapers.com
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Digital Paper Mills

http://www.freeessay.com/
http://www.nojunkfree.com/
http://www.cheathouse.com/
http://www.schoolsucks.com/
http://www.essays-on-dh-lawrence.com/images/lawrence_24.gif
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What Do You Get?

• Free papers -click on the site and download the paper. 
• Free papers but registration required-ask for personal 

information  
• “Exchange Sites” - you must submit a paper to get a "free" 

paper 
• Many have a membership fee that allows unlimited access 
• Most charge per page. Bill  your credit card. 
• Delivery usually by email
• For extra charge you can have them “special order”- usually 4 

days
• They run sales and summer blowout specials 
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Problems?

• What are students really getting?
– No guarantee of quality or currency 
– Papers that are dated and not reflective of current 

events and trends 
– Substandard writing and research 

• See William McHenry's "Reflections on the 
Internet Paper Mills" for a more detailed 
discussion of prices and quality.
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Second Level Options: 
Plagiarism Detection Software 

• Evaluate services Take advantage of free trials and read the fine 
print. 
– When evaluating services, take a look at Andy Denhart's article from 

Salon, "The Web's plagiarism police" which covers some of the pitfalls 
of using plagiarism verification sites. 
http://www.salon.com/tech/feature/1999/06/14/plagiarism/print.html

• For a history of plagiarism detective sites review Young (2002) Anti- 
Plagiarism Experts Raise Questions About Services With Links to Sites 
Selling Papers

• To see if  the use plagiarism detection software is worth the cost view 
Braumoeller (2000) Actions Do Speak Louder than Words: Deterring 
Plagiarism with the Use of Plagiarism- Detection Software

• Other interesting facts: A Rebuttal of Turninin.com (Carbone, 2002) 

http://www.salon.com/tech/feature/1999/06/14/plagiarism/print.html
http://chronicle.com/free/2002/03/2002031201t.htm
http://chronicle.com/free/2002/03/2002031201t.htm
http://chronicle.com/free/2002/03/2002031201t.htm
http://www.apsanet.org/imgtest/PSDec01BraumoellerGaines.pdf
http://www.apsanet.org/imgtest/PSDec01BraumoellerGaines.pdf
http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/technotes/hccworkshop/missedplagiarism.htm
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Detection Sites

MOSS

http://www.plagiarism.org/
http://plagiarism.com/
http://www.canexus.com/eve/index.shtml
http://www.wordchecksystems.com/
http://www.canexus.com/eve/
http://iparadigms.com/
http://theory.stanford.edu/~aiken/moss/
http://plagiarism.org/
http://www.plagiarismdetect.com/
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A Positive Spin?

http://www.essayrater.com/?gclid=CPmIjLqippsCFYZM5Qod6Ql1_g
http://www.checkforplagiarism.net/?gclid=CNG0gtuippsCFQdN5QodZXBGBg
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What Could We Have Possibly 
Left Out?

Academic Honesty Policies
• Use of Academic Honesty Policies
• Establish a school-wide policy of Academic 

Integrity, including consequences for cheating
• Establish school honor codes or modified honor 

codes and student boards
• Apply the policies consistently in your school
Ethics Initiatives & Courses
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Tutorials
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10 Big Myths About Copyright 
Explained

Brad Templeton 
http://www.templetons.com/brad/copymyths.html

http://www.templetons.com/brad/copymyths.html
http://www.templetons.com/brad/
http://www.templetons.com/brad/copymyths.html
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©Primer

UMUC http://www-apps.umuc.edu/primer/enter.php

http://www-apps.umuc.edu/primer/enter.php
http://www-apps.umuc.edu/primer/enter.php
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Getting Started

University of Texas 
http://www.lib.utsyste 

m.edu/copyright/

http://www.lib.utsystem.edu/copyright/
http://www.lib.utsystem.edu/copyright/
http://www.lib.utsystem.edu/copyright/
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Copyright Tutorial cont.

Source: deep link- 
http://www.utsystem.edu/ogc/IntellectualProperty/copy 
pol2.htm#test    

http://www.utsystem.edu/ogc/IntellectualProperty/copypol2.htm#test
http://www.utsystem.edu/ogc/IntellectualProperty/copypol2.htm#test
http://www.utsystem.edu/ogc/IntellectualProperty/copypol2.htm#test
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Bruin Success with Less Stress

UCLA 
http://www.library.ucla.edu/bruinsuccess/

http://www.library.ucla.edu/bruinsuccess/
http://www.library.ucla.edu/bruinsuccess/
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Purdue Copyright Management 
Center

http://www.copyright.com/Services/copyrig 
htoncampus/basics/fairuse_list.html

http://www.copyright.com/Services/copyrightoncampus/basics/fairuse_list.html
http://www.copyright.com/Services/copyrightoncampus/basics/fairuse_list.html
http://www.copyright.com/Services/copyrightoncampus/basics/fairuse_list.html
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Copyright Slider

http://librarycopyright.net/digitalslider/
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A Visit to Copyright Bay: Fair Use 
Harbor

Laura Gasaway , 

University of St. Francis
http://www.stfrancis.edu/cid/copyrightb 
ay/fairuse.htm

http://www.stfrancis.edu/cid/copyrightbay/fairuse.htm
http://www.stfrancis.edu/
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The Educator's Guide to Copyright and Fair Use: 
A five-part series

http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/curr280.shtml

http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/curr280b.shtml

http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/curr280.shtml
http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/curr280b.shtml
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US Copyright

http://www.copyright.gov/
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Internet Citizenship 

• http://www.edtechpoli 
cy.org/cyberethicsse 
minar.html

Presentation by Karen Reuter

http://www.edtechpolicy.org/cyberethicsseminar.html
http://www.edtechpolicy.org/cyberethicsseminar.html
http://www.edtechpolicy.org/cyberethicsseminar.html
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Other Netiquette Snippets: Warm-ups

• Take the Core Rules 
Netiquette Quiz
– http://www.albion.com/ 

netiquette/corerules.ht 
ml

http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html
http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html
http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html
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Emoticons and Jargon

• Go to 
http://www.computeruser.com/r 
esources/dictionary/emoticons.h 
tml

• Online Lingo 
http://www.netlingo.com/emailsh 
.cfm

• Which ones are you familiar 
with? 

– Which ones have you used? 
– Reflect on why it is important 

to understand the jargon (or 
at least where to go to find 
out) as a parent? 

– As an educator? 

http://www.computeruser.com/resources/dictionary/emoticons.html
http://www.computeruser.com/resources/dictionary/emoticons.html
http://www.computeruser.com/resources/dictionary/emoticons.html
http://www.netlingo.com/emailsh.cfm
http://www.netlingo.com/emailsh.cfm
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Online Translator

• Using an online slang translator 
http://www.noslang.com/about.p 
hp (talks about what it is) 
http://www.noslang.com/ 
translate the following message

– John: gg.wth were they 
thinking? 

– Steve: Tnx. imho we pwned 
them.

– John: I agree – rotflmao. 
– Steve: They need to rtfm. 
– John: ttyl

• What was the message? Was 
this online slang translator 

helpful? Why or why not?

emoticons, jargon, slang and leet.

Take the Quizzes

http://www.noslang.com/
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Plagiarism Tutorials

Test what you have learned today with some of these 
tutorials:

• http://tutorials.sjlibrary.org/tutorial/plagiarism/selector.htm
• http://library.indstate.edu/tools/tutorials/plagiarism/
• http://www.lib.sfu.ca/researchhelp/tutorials/interactive/ 

plagiarism/tutorial/introduction.htm

Academic Integrity Blog 
• http://www.techlearning.com/blogs/20864
TappedIn C3 PD monthly event –1st Monday evening 8PM EST
• http://tappedin.org/tappedin/

http://tutorials.sjlibrary.org/tutorial/plagiarism/selector.htm
http://library.indstate.edu/tools/tutorials/plagiarism/
http://www.lib.sfu.ca/researchhelp/tutorials/interactive/plagiarism/tutorial/introduction.htm
http://www.lib.sfu.ca/researchhelp/tutorials/interactive/plagiarism/tutorial/introduction.htm
http://www.techlearning.com/blogs/20864
http://tappedin.org/tappedin/


Copyright 2009: Davina Pruitt-Mentle, Ph.D.: Permission to use 
for educational purposes with credit given - 2009 NECC 

Conference

97

Break!
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C3 Framework

See Handout
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Contact Information:
Davina Pruitt-Mentle

Educational Technology Policy, 
Research and Outreach

(301) 503-8070
dpruitt@umd.edu

Questions

http://www.edtecpolicy.org/
http://www.edtecpolicy.org/
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Quotations

Quotations are the exact words of an author, copied directly from 
a source, word for word. Quotations must be cited! 

Use quotations when:
• You want to add the power of an author’s words to support your 

argument
• You want to disagree with an author’s argument
• You want to highlight particularly eloquent or powerful phrases or 

passages
• You are comparing and contrasting specific points of view
• You want to note the important research that precedes your own

Source: Carol Rohrbach and Joyce Valenza 
http://www.sdst.org/shs/library/sumparquo.html

http://www.sdst.org/shs/library/sumparquo.html
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Paraphrasing

Paraphrasing means rephrasing the words of an author, putting 
his/her thoughts in your own words. When you paraphrase, you 
rework the source’s ideas, words, phrases, and sentence 
structures with your own. Like quotations, paraphrased 
material must be followed with in-text documentation and cited 
on your Works-Cited page. 

Paraphrase when:
• You plan to use information on your note cards and wish to avoid 

plagiarizing 
• You want to avoid overusing quotations
• You want to use your own voice to present information

Source: Carol Rohrbach and Joyce Valenza http://www.sdst.org/shs/library/sumparquo.html

http://www.sdst.org/shs/library/sumparquo.html
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Summarizing
• Summarizing involves putting the main idea(s) of one or 

several writers into your own words, including only the main 
point(s). Summaries are significantly shorter than the original 
and take a broad overview of the source material. Again, it is 
necessary to attribute summarized ideas to their original 
sources.

Summarize when: 

• You want to establish background or offer an overview of a topic
• You want to describe knowledge (from several sources) about a topic
• You want to determine the main ideas of a single source

Source: Carol Rohrbach and Joyce Valenza 
http://www.sdst.org/shs/library/sumparquo.html

Back to Slide Show

http://www.sdst.org/shs/library/sumparquo.html
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Copyright Snippets: Warm-ups

• Place in Order
• Article in an Internet-only 

newsletter

Monitor/oct00

http://

www.apa.org/

Workplace.html

Videocounseling for families of rural teens with epilepsy -- Project update.

Telehealth News,

Glueckauf, R. L., Whitton, J., Baxter, 
J., Kain, J., Vogelgesang, S., Hudson, 
M., et al. 

2(2). 

http://www.telehealth.net/subscribe/n 
ewslettr4a.html1

Retrieved from

(1998, July).

http://www.telehealth.net/subscribe/newslettr4a.html1
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Components of URL
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Book:

For an article in a 
periodical:

For sources 
on the Web:

Parts of a Citation
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Article in an Internet-only 
newsletter

• Glueckauf, R. L., Whitton, J., Baxter, J., Kain, 
J., Vogelgesang, S., Hudson, M., et al. (1998, 
July). Videocounseling for families of rural 
teens with epilepsy -- Project update. 
Telehealth News,2(2). Retrieved from 
http://www.telehealth.net/subscribe/newslettr4a.html1

APA style format Back to Main Slide Show

http://www.telehealth.net/subscribe/newslettr4a.html1
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Plagiarism

Plagiarism in the 21st Century: Paper Mills, 
Cyber-cheating, and Internet Detectives in 

the Electronic Age

• http://www.edtechpolicy.org/cyberethicsseminar.html

http://www.edtechpolicy.org/cyberethicsseminar.html
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Plagiarism Snippets: Warm-ups

Back to Main 
Slide Show
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Margaret Fain and Peggy Bates -Coastal Carolina - 15 suggestions for 

Detecting Plagiarized Papers

1. Writing style, language, vocabulary, tone, grammar, etc. is 
above or below what the student usually produces. It doesn't 
sound like the student.

2. Sections or sentences do not relate to the overall content of 
the paper. Students may "personalize" a paper by adding a 
paragraph that ties the paper to the class assignment.

3. Look for strange text at the top or bottom of printed pages. 
4. Look for gray letters in the text, often an indication that the 

page was downloaded from the web, since color letters on a 
screen show up gray in a printout.

Source: Current State of Cheating Teaching Effectiveness Seminar: Coastal Carolina University, March 5, 1999 
(Updated March 3, 2000, Revised March 26, 2001) Margaret Fain is Assistant Head of Public Services, and Peggy 
Bates is Reference Librarian at Kimbel Library, Coastal Carolina University, Conway, SC. 
http://www.coastal.edu/library/papermil.htm
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Margaret Fain and Peggy Bates -Coastal Carolina - 15 suggestions for 

Detecting Plagiarized Papers

5. Web addresses left at the top or bottom of the page. Many 
free essays have a tag line at the end of the essay that 
students often miss.

6. Strange or poor layout. Papers that have been downloaded 
and re-printed often have page numbers, headings, or 
spacing that just don't look right.

7. References to graphs, charts, or accompanying material that 
isn't there.

8. References to professors, classes or class numbers that 
are not taught at your school

9. Citations are to materials out of date, out of the country or 
not owned by your local (school) library
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Margaret Fain and Peggy Bates -Coastal Carolina - 15 suggestions for 

Detecting Plagiarized Papers

10. Web sites listed in citations are inactive.
11. All citations are to materials that are older than five 

years.
12. References are made to historical persons or events 

in the current sense. 
13. Students can not identify citations or provide copies of 

the cited material.
14. Students can not summarize the main points of the 

paper or answer questions about specific sections of the 
paper.

15. When provided with a page from their paper that has 
words or passages removed, students can not fill in 
the blanks with the missing words or with reasonable 
synonyms. Back to Main 

Slide Show
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MLA: Modern Language 
Association (Humanities)
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APA: American Psychological 
Association (sciences & social sciences)
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Chicago Manual of Style 

Return to Main Slide 
Show
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2002-2003 Survey

• Canada

• Students, faculty, TAs, first year students
• 11 participating schools (including UM)  

• United States

• Students, faculty, TAs
• 23 participating schools 

From: Promoting Academic Integrity: ACRL – Delaware Valley Chapter May 7, 2004 (See: 
http://216.239.39.104/search?q=cache:0CLrctGUaX0J:www.acrldvc.org/spring04/donmccabe.ppt+Center+for+Academic+Integrity+study:+Student+Cheating+in+Americ 
an+&hl=en) 

http://216.239.39.104/search?q=cache:0CLrctGUaX0J:www.acrldvc.org/spring04/donmccabe.ppt+Center+for+Academic+Integrity+study:+Student+Cheating+in+American+&hl=en
http://216.239.39.104/search?q=cache:0CLrctGUaX0J:www.acrldvc.org/spring04/donmccabe.ppt+Center+for+Academic+Integrity+study:+Student+Cheating+in+American+&hl=en
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Methodological Issues

• Self-report data

• Web-based surveys  

• Low response rates  

• Large sample size
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Respondents – 2002/2003

Canada U.S.        
• Undergrads 13,644 16,060

• Grad students 1,318 2,175

• First year survey 1,269 -

• Missing 276 580

• Faculty 1,902 2,608  

• TAs 683 655
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MD Information Literacy, Ethical Use and 
Academic Integrity Baseline Pilot Study

• Statements include:
– Questions about copyright should be referred to a teacher or administrator;
– The Superintendent shall be responsible for ensuring that administrative 

procedures for copyright policy are effectively implemented throughout the 
system; 

– Teachers will assist students to learn and apply the skills necessary to determine 
the truthfulness of information, distinguish fact from opinion, and engage in 
discussions about controversial issues while demonstrating tolerance and 
respect for those who hold divergent views;

– Faculty members will read the policy and guidelines, then sign and return the 
Policy/Handbook. Faculty members will also distribute this information to all 
students in Grades 4-12 at the beginning of the school year and review the 
contents with them. Further instruction and review of the policy and guidelines 
will take place in classes where technology is a major part of the curriculum or 
when taking classes to computer labs for special assignments. Teachers of 
Grades K-3 will review and explain the policy and guidelines with all their 
students; and

– Staff members (media specialist) assigning or permitting use of computer 
technology will ensure that instruction in acceptable use of computer technology 
has occurred;
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Other Important Research - 
Statistics and Findings

Templeton Fellows Report

• Trevor S. Harding, Matthew J. Mayhew, Cynthia J. 
Finelli, Donald D. Carpenter 

• A Comparison of Academic Dishonesty between the 
Humanities and Engineering Disciplines 
– examined factors underlying engineering students’ engagement 

in cheating as compared to those of humanities students, 
within the theoretical decision-making framework of the Theory 
of Planned Behavior.

– surveyed 527 randomly selected engineering and humanities 
undergraduate students from three academic institutions

http://64.233.169.104/search?q=cache:ADT6nnt5l_YJ:www.garypavela.com/Templeton%2520Fellows%2520Web%2520edition.doc+ashley+Mouberry+Sieman&hl=en&ct=clnk&cd=4&gl=us&client=firefox-a
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Trevor Harding’s Study Findings 
(cont.)

• Both groups equally likely to cheat in high school, but engineering students were 
statistically more likely to cheat in college on both homework and exams 

• The higher rate of cheating among engineering students was correlated to
– the intention to cheat again in the future --a positive attitude toward cheating
– less perceived moral obligation to avoid cheating
– the sense that cheating was accepted among one’s peers

– and a tendency to have cheated in high school.

Rather than being habitual (as some researchers have suggested), cheating is a rational 
behavior that is under the complete control of the individual 

Thus, if the factors that most influence an individual’s decision to cheat can be 
successfully modified, the individual can be expected to make a rational decision
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Trevor Harding Study: 
Practical Implication 

• Educators can reduce cheating by 
– discussing the issues rationally with students and addressing the underlying 

influences for their behavior

• 3 dominant factors that influence an individual’s intention to cheat: 
– moral obligation (the sense that one is obligated to do what is right and good),
– attitude toward cheating (the sense one has that there will be positive or 

negative outcomes if he/she engages in cheating), and 
– subjective norms (the sense that people who are important to the individual, 

such as parents, peers, and instructors, will react favorably or unfavorably if the 
individual engages in cheating).

This implies that, when discussing cheating with students, college and 
high school educators must frame the conversation in terms of these 
three important factors
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Trevor Harding Study: 
Practical Implication

• Students need to understand that it is both their and the instructor’s moral 
obligation to protect the integrity of their learning community 

• Students take responsibility for their own learning and will be less likely to 
rationalize cheating because “the teacher deserved it”.

– instructor serves more as a coach than a teacher.
– project-based learning.

• Interdependence among students should be emphasized
– students work in teams on complex problems or projects
– group quizzes
– combining individual homework scores
– group presentations and reports
– peer evaluations are effective ways of developing a sense of interdependence within teams.

• Share positive and negative implications of cheating (addressing students’ 
attitudes) including short- and long-term consequences of cheating 

• Important for the instructor to clearly demonstrate that what they really care about is 
the students’ learning

– “Most students will tell you that they cheat because the instructor doesn’t really care about 
them, so why should they care about following the rules”.
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Trevor Harding Study: 
Findings (cont.)

• Engineering students reported cheating more often on tests and 
homework than did humanities students (even when controlling for the 
number of opportunities to cheat), while both groups of students were 
equally likely to cheat in high school

• Implies to researchers that engineering students experience less cognitive 
development in the moral domain than do humanities students and that the 
engineering curriculum may lack sufficient opportunities for students to 
interact with peers on challenging moral questions 

An approach becomes crucial in preparing engineering students to 
face the technologically-driven ethical dilemmas of the 21st 
century.
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Student Perspectives on Internet 
Plagiarism: Dominic Sisti

• Surveyed 160 high school students who use the Internet for 
schoolwork and who engage in copy-paste plagiarism or paper 
buying practices 

• Results indicate students are more easily able to justify copy-paste 
plagiarism for a variety of reasons that mirror justifications of other 
forms of conventional plagiarism 

• Most students indicated they would never purchase a paper for 
reasons ranging from fear of getting caught to more principled and 
nuanced ethical claims
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Dominic Sisti’s Study: 
Practical Advice for Educators 

• Offer alternatives to the traditional research paper that capitalizes on 
students’ preference for electronic communication and creativity
– design a web site
– multimedia presentation 

• Offer group work
• Convey a sense of optimism, openness and reasonable flexibility. 

– If possible, when grading assignments, transform critical comments into 
constructive ones by allowing students to respond and to revise their 
work.

– Students who cheat often complain that their teachers were not 
available to help and they therefore feel somewhat justified in 
plagiarizing. 

• Have students read their work aloud, and describe it in an impromptu 
fashion-- students will need to have a working knowledge of the material.
– student described why they would not plagiarize: “…[w]hen I write, I try 

to remember that some teachers are likely to ask you to read your paper 
aloud.”
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Moral Identities - Social Anxiety and Academic 
Dishonesty Among American College Students 

Scott A. Wowra  Ph.D.

• Examined how reports of academic cheating related to students’ 
emphasis on their moral identities and their sensitivity to social 
evaluation

• 70 college students completed a battery of surveys
– students who regarded honesty as much more important than 

personal profit were assigned to the “Principled” Group
– Students who believed that personal rewards trumped honesty 

were assigned to the “Expedient” Group
• The two groups then recalled how often they had cheated in high 

school 
– 9 out of 10 Expedient students (91%) recalled cheating on their 

school work, compared to about half of Principled students 
(57%)
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Scott A. Wowra’s Study: 
Findings and Implications 

• Findings:
– Symptoms of social anxiety were positively correlated with recall of academic cheating
– Relative to students who placed less importance on their moral identities, students who 

placed more importance on their moral identities recalled significantly fewer instances of 
cheating

– Findings suggest that students are less likely to cheat on their school work when they place 
greater emphasis on their moral identity and are less sensitive to social evaluation

• Implications
– Findings suggest that differences in moral reasoning affect the propensity to cheat on 

school work 
• Administrators (high school and post secondary) should consider mandating moral education in the 

first-year curriculum
• College students should receive compulsory moral education early and often during their academic 

careers 
• Required coursework in moral reasoning signals to students the importance of character-building to 

their personal development as well as the continuation of a democracy
– Taking personal responsibility for (un)ethical behavior is an important stop-gap to cheating

• During orientations and the first day of class, administrators and teachers need to clearly state the 
school’s policies against cheating and that there is no excuse for academic dishonesty 
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Academic Dishonesty Across the Transition from High 
School to College 

Ashley Mouberry-Sieman

• Study examined the issue of academic dishonesty across the transition from high 
school to college

• Conducted in three phases
– Phase I - 21-item pre-test questionnaire (spring of 2004) to a cohort of 240 

high school students (response rate 15%)
– Phase II- identical 21-item questionnaire administered to the 36 respondents 

from phase one (fall of 2005) after they had completed one full year of college 
(response rate of 58.8%)

– Phase III-small pool of 5 students who agreed to participate in individual 
qualitative follow-up interviews late during the fall 2005

• Study found that some of the students included in this study changed their 
perceptions, attitudes, and behaviors related to academic dishonesty as they made 
transition from high school to college.
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Ashley Mouberry-Sieman: 
Findings

• Teachers can help deter academic dishonesty and promote a 
climate of integrity 

• Both levels felt that educators (i.e., teachers and professors) were  
responsible for setting and enforcing the standards of academic 
conduct

• Students suggest steps educators can take to deter academic 
dishonesty
– explicitly stating what does and does not constitute academic 

dishonesty
– not assigning “busy work” for homework or other assignments
– using multiple versions of exams
– not repeating major assignments from year to year
– closely monitoring during exams. 

• Students suggested that educators promote academic integrity 
by discussing its importance throughout the semester/year and 
reemphasizing its importance for each major assignment
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Ashley Mouberry-Sieman: 
Findings

• Plagiarism plagues both high school and college students alike

• Students agreed purchasing or copying an entire paper and 
submitting it as one’s own was considered to be academic 
dishonesty

• Disagreement about whether or not changing the wording slightly 
from an original source while working on a paper or project or 
copying another student’s homework or lab assignment and 
submitting it as one’s own should be considered academically 
dishonest
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Ashley Mouberry-Sieman: 
Implications

• Educators should:
– not assume that students understand what constitutes plagiarism. 

• Lack of commonly agreed upon definition of what constitutes plagiarism so 
that students are able to receive a consistent message from one 
classroom/institution to the next 

– provide examples of common forms of plagiarism 
– provide exercises designed to help students avoid plagiarism

• self-plagiarism (i.e., turning in the same paper for more than one class) is 
cause of confusion. Educators should be explicit about when and under what 
circumstances this practice is acceptable. 

– structure assignments -progress throughout the semester (i.e., asking 
a student to turn in multiple drafts of an assignment)- deters completing 
assignments at the last minute
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Ashley Mouberry-Sieman: 
Implications

• Educators should: 
– talk to students about how plagiarism is detected

• Student follow-up interviews- impact of knowing school 
submitted papers to turnitin.com

• Student discussed computer science department using a 
computer program to identify copied code in computer 
science projects. 

Knowing that their teachers/professors checked student papers and 
assignments for plagiarism was a clear deterrent for academically 
dishonest behavior
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Ashley Mouberry-Sieman: 
Implications

• Scientific lab reports gray area

– Educators should reconsider how they structure, present, and 
grade work in the scientific laboratory. 

– More emphasis should be placed on the process, careful lab 
procedures, and a through discussion of the results and why 
they may differ from experiment to experiment or from person to 
person. 

– Have two students compare their results and discuss reasons 
for differences in their findings 

– Instructors should work to situate experiments in real world 
examples and discuss the implications of academic dishonesty 
in real world settings.
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Ashley Mouberry-Sieman: 
Implications

• Students in this study discussed noticeable differences in their environment with respect to 
academic dishonesty during the transition from a high school with no honor code to a high school 
with an honor code
– At the no-code institutions, honor and integrity were rarely discussed 

and cheating was thought to be prevalent on tests and major 
assignments 

– At the honor code high school, students understood that academic 
integrity was an institutional value and that academic dishonesty was 
not tolerated 

– Students noted that having an honor code in high school prepared them 
well for the honor code environment that they encountered in college

Prior research has shown that honor codes may be an effective tool for
decreasing the prevalence of academic dishonesty on both high  
school and college campuses

Findings suggest that both high schools and colleges should 
consider instituting an honor code or integrity policy if one does 
not already exist
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Missing Links in Academic Integrity: Educational 
Implications and Future Directions 

Jason M. Stephens, Ph.D.

Study provides comparative analysis of students’ beliefs and
behaviors related to six analogous pairs of conventional and digital
forms of academic cheating

• Online survey of undergraduates at two universities (N=1,305) 
• Findings:

– Students used conventional means more often than digital means to 
copy homework, collaborate when it was not permitted, and copied from 
others during an exam

– However, engagement in digital plagiarism (cutting and pasting from 
the Internet) surpassed conventional plagiarism

– Students reported using digital “cheat sheets” (i.e. notes stored in a 
digital device) to cheat on tests more often than conventional “cheat 
sheets”

– Many students turn to plagiarism (particularly Internet plagiarism) in 
the 12 to 24 hours before a paper is due
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Jason M. Stephens: Findings (cont.)

Findings continued:

– 32% of students reported no cheating of any kind 
– 18.2% reported using only conventional methods
– 4.2% reported using only digital methods
– 45.6% reported using both conventional and digital methods to 

cheat
– Students who cheated both conventionally and digitally were 

significantly different from the other three groups in terms of their 
self-reported engagement in all three types of cheating behavior 

• Students in this “both” group had the lowest sense of moral 
responsibility to refrain from cheating and the greatest tendency to 
neutralize that responsibility
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Jason M. Stephens: Implications

Specific strategies for reducing plagiarism and test cheating:

• Prevent Plagiarism:
– All written assignments should be clear and manageable
– Provide list of specific topics and/or required components to narrow the 

opportunity for plagiarism
– Require process steps – a series of due dates that emphasize that writing is a 

process and help students manage their time more effectively
• Process steps and due dates for identifying a topic or thesis, generating an outline or 

annotated bibliography, and submitting a first draft (or doing a peer paper exchange) 
help prevent this kind of panic plagiarism

• Reduce Test Cheating:
– Reduce temptation by using spaced seating, creating multiple forms (by 

randomizing order of questions and/or answers) and actively monitoring 
students (i.e., moving about the room)

– Ban the use (or even presence) of digital technologies (cell phones, PDAs, 
calculators, laptops, etc.)  during exams
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Still More Statistics

• 36% of undergraduates have admitted to plagiarizing written material-- 
Psychological Record Survey (Roig M. Psychological Record 1997; 47: 113-122)

• 90% of students believe that cheaters are either never caught or have never been 
appropriately disciplined-- US News and World Report poll (1000 adults-over 
sample of 200 college students in October of 1999)

• 257 chief student affairs officers across the country believe that colleges and 
universities have not addressed the cheating problem adequately-- from a study by 
Ronald M. Aaron and Robert T. Georgia: Administrator Perceptions of Student 
Academic Dishonesty in Collegiate Institutions (2001)

• 30% of a large sampling of Berkeley students were caught plagiarizing directly from 
the Internet-results of a Turnitin.com test, conducted from April-May 2000
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More to Read

• The Cheating Culture 

Note: other areas outside of the educational community

http://www.cheatingculture.com/education.htm
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MD Information Literacy, Ethical Use and 
Academic Integrity Baseline Pilot Study

• Other Interesting Facts:
– Out of the 24 local public school systems [in Maryland] 19 had easily obtainable web- 

based access to employee and student Acceptable Use Polices (AUP)/Student Codes 
of Conduct (SCC) 

– Policies varied from system to system  
– In the 19 AUP/SCCs, only six specifically mentioned plagiarism while only two 

mentioned “cheating”
– Only four specifically defined plagiarism
– While 4 out of the 19 listed possible consequences for infractions, most 

consequences were either vague or lacked clear repercussions including statements 
such as:

• Serious offenses may result in suspension (Baltimore County Public Schools);
• Disciplinary action by school/office administration… (Baltimore County Public Schools);
• Letter of reprimand or disciplinary action by school/office administration, arrest and prosecution 

…(Prince George’s County Public Schools);
• Additional disciplinary action may take place as outlined. Misuse may also subject the student/staff to 

disciplinary action… (Charles County Public Schools). 
– Only one AUP, developed by the Maryland State Department of Education (2006) for 

the Maryland Virtual Learning Opportunities Program, stated: should plagiarism be 
confirmed, depending on the degree to which the student has plagiarized content, a 
student may lose credit for specific assignments or even the entire course (p. 20)
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MD Information Literacy, Ethical Use and 
Academic Integrity Baseline Pilot Study

• Missing are data on the number of infractions per school/district reported 
and the consequences of each instance

• Review of AUPs reveal that there is a disconnect between consequences 
and plagiarism/ copyright severity 

• Within the 19 AUP policies, all presented a list of acceptable and 
unacceptable use….
– Most required that students and/or parent/guardian sign a broad 

statement that they would not violate the AUP, but mostly they 
focused on items such as viruses and using the school facilities for 
improper searches.  

– Most AUP did not mention cheating, plagiarism, or implications of such 
conduct. 

– There was only minimal evidence that the policies were covered or 
explained in depth to either parents or students. 

– At most, there was evidence that a brief overview was presented at the 
beginning of the year.
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MD Information Literacy, Ethical Use and 
Academic Integrity Baseline Pilot Study

Implementation strategies for presenting the information 
to students varied among school systems
– only four addressed who was responsible for the enforcement or 

how the content would be conveyed. 
– often acceptable use was to be discussed by computer/media 

specialists, which might lead students to believe that these were 
the only subjects for which the policy would be enforced.  
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Academic Dishonesty

“Acts of academic dishonesty are on 
the rise at universities and Internet 
plagiarism is in” (Mary Clarke- 
Pearson, 2001).

Source: Download. Steal. Copy. Cheating at the University. Daily 
pennsylvanian.com. Nov. 27, 2001
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Current State of Cheating/Plagiarism: 
Why is this happening? 

Margaret Fain and Peggy Bates’ 8 common themes:
1. Honesty and integrity have very little to do with the "real" world or school 

work
2. An "education" doesn’t connect with “gaining knowledge on your own”
3. Students come to school to graduate - “get a diploma”. How they get this 

credential might be less important than simply getting it
4. Many students cheat or plagiarize to maintain high GPAs - there is 

tremendous pressure from parents, college admissions, and corporate 
recruiters

5. Some think it is no longer "socially unacceptable"
6. Many think that anything and everything on the Internet is public domain
7. Many do not know what constitutes plagiarism--they have not learned 

about plagiarism in high school
8. Some students actually engage in unethical behavior out of self-defense 

-students in their classes are using it to excel, creating unfair competition
Source: Current State of Cheating Teaching Effectiveness Seminar: Coastal Carolina University, March 5, 1999 

(Updated March 3, 2000, Revised March 26, 2001) Margaret Fain is Assistant Head of Public Services, and Peggy Bates is Reference Librarian at Kimbel 
Library, Coastal Carolina University, Conway, SC. http://www.coastal.edu/library/papermil.htm
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