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Earnings and Educational Attainment
Data are 2009 annual averages for persons age 25 and over. Earnings are for full-time wage and salary workers.
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Full-time workers age 25 and over without a high school diploma had median weekly earnings of $454, compared with $626 for high school graduates (no college) and $1025 for college graduates holding at least a bachelor's degree.

                SALARY WORKERS

           SECOND QUARTER 2010

Median weekly earnings of the nation's 99.8 million full-time wage and salary workers were $740 in the second quarter of 2010. Women who usually worked full time had median weekly earnings of $672, or 83.0 percent of the $810 median for men.

Median weekly earnings of women with less than a high school diploma were $377. Women who had only a high school diploma had median weekly earnings of $542, while women who were college graduates (bachelor’s degrees or higher) earned $993.

Men without a high school diploma had median weekly earnings of $485; those with a high school diploma, but no college, earned $714. Men who had at least a bachelor’s degree had median weekly earnings of $1,311.

These data on weekly earnings are from the Current Population Survey. 

Occupational changes: then and now

Occupational staffing patterns changed radically over the 1910-2000 period in response to changes in the mix of goods and services produced and the methods used to produce them.
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Professional, technical, and kindred workers rose from ninth largest to the largest occupation group. That group had the largest percent (and numeric) increase from 1910-2000, while the farmer and farm laborer groups had the largest percent (and numeric) decreases.

Five of the major occupation groups increased as a share of the total, while six declined. All of the ones that declined, except for private household workers, consist of occupations that produce, repair, or transport goods and are concentrated in the agriculture, mining, construction, manufacturing, and transportation industries. The five that increased are the so-called white-collar occupations, plus service workers, except private household.

In aggregate, the five groups that increased went from 24 percent to 75 percent of total employment, while the six groups that declined went from 76 percent of 25 percent over the 90-year period.

These data are from the Office of Occupational Statistics and Employment Projections.  
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